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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR A USER
INTERFACE TO MANAGE THE RECORDING,
DOWNLOADING AND SHARING OF
CONTENT FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES

BACKGROUND

The importance for a content service provider (e.g., a tele-
vision service provider) to continuously strive to provide an
increased variety of content and options to its subscribers
cannot be overstated. No doubt this is one of the reasons why
television service providers provide different types of ser-
vices to their subscribers including on-demand pay-per-view
programming, a variety of subscription options for broad-
casted programs, subscriber-defined controls such as parental
controls and cable modem Internet access.

But still, there are limitations to some of these types of
services provided via the content service provider. For
example, with on-demand pay-per-view programming a sub-
scriber can request that a program be displayed on his or her
television. But, the subscriber is limited to selecting a pro-
gram that the television service provider has stored on one or
more centralized servers. The number of programs that the
provider can store on the centralized server(s) is limited by
storage space on the server(s) and the bandwidth required to
satisfy all of the requests from its subscribers. Regarding
broadcasted programs that are included in a subscription with
the television service provider, if the subscriber cannot watch
aparticular program and forgets to record it or did not realize
that a program was broadcasted until after the fact, then the
subscriber has to wait until the program is broadcasted again
in order to view the program.

As discussed above, if a subscriber knows of a particular
program that will be broadcasted, then the subscriber can
record the program via a personal video recorder (PVR).
PVR’s allow a user to record a broadcasted program and/or
content received from the content service provider for later
viewing. Unfortunately, the programs recorded on a PVR can
only be viewed locally where the PVR is physically located.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of a system.
FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of a system.
FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment of a logic flow.
FIG. 4 illustrates one embodiment of a logic flow.
FIG. 5 illustrates one embodiment of a system.
FIG. 6 illustrates one embodiment of a device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various embodiments may be generally directed to a sys-
tem and method for a user interface to manage the recording,
downloading and sharing of content from multiple sources. In
embodiments, a service provider hosts a centralized server
that stores information about each of it subscribers (or users)
and available content for each of its subscribers to download
on demand, record via broadcast and/or share with other
subscribers. The service provider compiles a user interface or
guide that is provided to a subscriber that informs the sub-
scriber of content that is available via multiple sources. The
multiple sources may include content available via an Internet
Protocol (IP) network, via broadcast services, via a peer-to-
peer (P2P) network, and so forth.

In embodiments, the service provider corresponds with the
peer-to-peer network where each of its subscribers agrees to
provide content that he or she has stored locally. When a
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subscriber logs into or connects with the service provider, the
subscriber informs the service provider about the different
content he or she has stored. Thus, the service provider knows
at all times what content is currently available for any of its
subscribers to download via the peer-to-peer network. Yet, the
service provider only keeps some sort of listing of the content
and not the content itself. Therefore, the disk storage limita-
tion and bandwidth problems as described above are avoided.

In embodiments, the service provider works with one or
more broadcast services (cable, satellite, etc.) to receive
schedules of upcoming broadcast content. The service pro-
vider keeps a record of the types of subscriptions (if any) each
of'its subscribers has with the broadcast services. The service
provider also keeps a record of subscriber-defined controls
(e.g., parental controls) related to the applicable broadcast
services. Thus, the service provider knows what and when
broadcast content is available to its subscribers for recording
via the broadcast services.

In embodiments, the service provider stores/maintains
content on one or more servers. Subscribers may download
this content via an Internet Protocol (IP) connection or net-
work, for example. The service provider also keeps a record
of the types of subscriptions and related subscriber-define
controls each of its subscribers has with the service provider.
In embodiments, the service provider may store content pre-
viously broadcasted by the broadcast services.

The distribution of the requested content is controlled
because the service provider hosts the centralized server
where subscriber information is stored, the service provider
knows which content is included in a particular subscription
with the service provider and other broadcast services and
knows of subscriber-defined controls (e.g., parental controls)
set up by the subscriber. Therefore, the service provider, prior
to allowing requested content to be distributed to the sub-
scriber, can determine whether the subscriber has access
rights to the requested content and whether the subscriber-
defined controls allow for the content to be viewed. In
embodiments, the content may also include content available
via free television or free web content, for example.

In embodiments, the service provider provides a user inter-
face or guide to the subscriber of all of the possible sources
(e.g., IP network, broadcast services, peer-to-peer network,
etc.) for the requested content. The service provider may also
provide an indication to the subscriber of the best likely
source for the subscriber to obtain the requested content.
Other embodiments may be described and claimed.

Various embodiments may comprise one or more ele-
ments. An element may comprise any structure arranged to
perform certain operations. Each element may be imple-
mented as hardware, software, or any combination thereof, as
desired for a given set of design parameters or performance
constraints. Although an embodiment may be described with
a limited number of elements in a certain topology by way of
example, the embodiment may include more or less elements
in alternate topologies as desired for a given implementation.
It is worthy to note that any reference to “one embodiment™ or
“an embodiment” means that a particular feature, structure, or
characteristic described in connection with the embodiment
is included in at least one embodiment. The appearances of
the phrase “in one embodiment” in various places in the
specification are not necessarily all referring to the same
embodiment.

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of a system 100. Refer-
ring to FIG. 1, system 100 may comprise a service provider
102, one or more content servers 104, one or more broadcast
services 106, an IP network 108, a subscriber environment
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110, a subscriber environment 112 and a peer-to-peer net-
work 126. Each of these elements is described next in more
detail.

For illustrations purposes only, embodiments of the present
invention may be described herein in terms of the service
provider being a television service provider and users being
subscribers of the service provider. It is important to note that
embodiments of the present invention are not limited to facili-
tating television service providers in the controlled distribu-
tion of content. For example, the service provider may also be
a music service provider, a photograph service provider, or
any company that wants to distribute controlled content. In
another embodiment of the invention, the service provider
described herein may be generic in the sense that no particular
service provider hosts the one or more servers. Here, multiple
service providers provide the necessary information to the
generic server for the server to provide each of their subscrib-
er’s with controlled distribution of content. In other embodi-
ments, the necessary information for the controlled distribu-
tion of content may be distributed among multiple devices
such as televisions, personal computers, any mobile or ultra-
mobile electronic device, and so forth. Furthermore, a sub-
scriber may be any user of embodiments of the invention.

In embodiments, content may be any type of data. In vari-
ous embodiments, the content may be media information.
Examples of media information may generally include any
data or signals representing information meant for a user,
such as media information, voice information, video infor-
mation, audio information, image information, textual infor-
mation, numerical information, alphanumeric symbols,
graphics, and so forth. The embodiments are not limited in
this context.

In embodiments, service provider 102 may store informa-
tion about each of its subscribers and available content stored
on content servers 104. This content may be downloaded or
pushed to subscribers via IP network 108. Service provider
102 may also store information about available content for
subscribers to download from other subscribers via peer-to-
peer network 126. Service provider 102 may also store infor-
mation about content to be broadcast via broadcast services
106 and thus recordable by subscribers. In embodiments,
content servers 104 may store content that was previously
broadcasted by broadcast services 106.

In embodiments, when service provider 102 receives a
request for specific content from a subscriber or a request
from a subscriber to share content with a second subscriber,
provider 102 may generate a user interface or guide that
indicates all of the possible sources of the requested content
(e.g., via IP network 108, via broadcast services 106, via
peer-to-peer network 126, and so forth). Service provider 102
may also indicate in the user interface the likely best source to
obtain the requested content. The distribution ofthe content is
controlled by service provider 102, as described above.

Service provider 102 may communicate with subscriber
environments 110 and 112 via IP network 108. IP network
108 may be a high speed network or any other type of network
suited for the particular application. Other types of networks
may be added or substituted as new types of networks are
developed.

In embodiments, subscriber environments 110 and 112
each include a connected device 114 and 120, respectively.
Connected devices 114 and 120 are each owned, borrowed or
licensed by their respective user. Connected devices 114 and
120 are connected to IP network 108 and may communicate
with service provider 102 via their unique IP address, for
example. In embodiments, connected devices 114 and 120 are
connected to peer-to-peer network 126 and thus may commu-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

nicate with each other via network 126 or network 108. Peer-
to-peer network 126 allows content to be shared among sub-
scribers (or connected devices). In embodiments, the term
“subscriber” as it is used herein may be referring to a device
(e.g., connected device 114 or 120 in FIG. 1). In other
embodiments, the term “subscriber” as it is used herein may
be referring to the user of a device (e.g., connected device 114
or 120 in FIG. 1).

In embodiments, connected devices 114 and 120 each rep-
resent a device that includes not only personal video recorder
(PVR) functionality but is also modified to act as a server in
peer-to-peer network 126. PVR functionality records televi-
sion data (i.e., requested content) in digital format (e.g.,
MPEG-1 or MPEG-2 formats) and stores the data in a hard
drive or on a server, for example. The data may also be stored
in a distributed manner such as on one or more connected
devices throughout a home or office environment. In the case
of digital media streams, the PVR functionality routes the
previously encoded digital media stream to local storage.
PVR functionality of devices 114 and 120 may allow encod-
ing of other types of data and other types of data may be added
or substituted for those described as new types of data are
developed.

Subscriber environment 110 may also include a display
device 116 and a user input device 118. Likewise, subscriber
environment 112 may include a display device 122 and a user
input device 124.

Display devices 116 and 122 may each be a monitor, pro-
jector, a conventional analog television receiver, or any other
kind of perceivable video display. The audio portion of the
output of the connected devices may be routed through an
amplifier, such as an audio/video (A/V) receiver or a sound
processing engine, to headphones, speakers or any other type
of sound generation device.

User input devices 118 and 124 may be any type of input
device suited for a subscriber to communicate with connected
devices 114 and 120, respectively.

Although only two subscriber environments are illustrated
in FIG. 1, this is not meant to limit the invention. In fact,
system 100 may include any number of subscriber environ-
ments.

In various embodiments, system 100 may be implemented
as a wireless system, a wired system, or a combination of
both. When implemented as a wireless system, system 100
may include components and interfaces suitable for commu-
nicating over a wireless shared media, such as one or more
antennas, transmitters, receivers, transceivers, amplifiers, fil-
ters, control logic, and so forth. An example of wireless
shared media may include portions of a wireless spectrum,
such as the RF spectrum and so forth. When implemented as
a wired system, system 100 may include components and
interfaces suitable for communicating over wired communi-
cations media, such as input/output (I/O) adapters, physical
connectors to connect the I/O adapter with a corresponding
wired communications medium, a network interface card
(NIC), disc controller, video controller, audio controller, and
so forth. Examples of wired communications media may
include a wire, cable, metal leads, printed circuit board
(PCB), backplane, switch fabric, semiconductor material,
twisted-pair wire, co-axial cable, fiber optics, and so forth.

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of the types of sub-
scriber information service provider 102 may utilize in pro-
viding requested content to its subscribers via a user interface
as described herein. As shown in FIG. 2 and in an embodi-
ment, service provider 102 may include subscriber subscrip-
tion information 202 and currently connected subscriber
information 204. Subscription information 202 may include,
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but is not necessarily limited to, subscription information,
subscriber-defined controls (e.g., parental controls), the net-
work address associated with each subscriber, and so forth.
Currently connected subscriber information 204 may
include, but is not necessarily limited to, a listing of which
subscribers are currently logged into service provider 102 and
a listing of the content stored on each of the subscribers.

Operations for the embodiments described herein may be
further described with reference to the following figures and
accompanying examples. Some of the figures may include a
logic flow. Although such figures presented herein may
include a particular logic flow, it can be appreciated that the
logic flow merely provides an example of how the general
functionality as described herein can be implemented. Fur-
ther, the given logic flow does not necessarily have to be
executed in the order presented unless otherwise indicated. In
addition, the given logic flow may be implemented by a
hardware element, a software element executed by a proces-
sor, or any combination thereof. The embodiments, however,
are not limited to the elements or in the context shown or
described in the figures.

FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment of a logic flow 300. As
shown in logic flow 300, a subscriber logs into a service
provider (such as service provider 102 from FIG. 1) (block
302). The subscriber informs the service provider of the
pieces of content it has stored and thus available to other
subscribers (block 304).

The subscriber sends a request to the service provider for
specific content (block 306). The service provider determines
whether the subscriber has access rights to the content (block
308). For example, the service provider might determine that
the subscriber already has access rights to the requested con-
tent (e.g., the requested content is included in the subscriber’s
service agreement with the service provider or the broadcast
services). Alternatively, if the subscriber does not have access
rights to the requested content, then the service provider
might determine whether the requested content is a pay-per-
view program. If so, then the subscriber is charged for the
requested content prior to having access rights. The example
is provided for illustration purposes only and is not meant to
limit embodiments of the invention.

It the subscriber does not have access rights to the content,
then the service provider denies the subscriber’s request
(block 310). The service provider determines whether the
subscriber’s parental controls allow the viewing of the con-
tent (block 312). If not, then the service provider denies the
subscriber’s request (block 310).

If the subscriber has access rights to the content and its
parental controls allow the viewing of the content, then the
service provider determines whether the content is available
via one or more sources (block 314). In embodiments, the one
or more sources may include via an IP network, via broadcast
services and via a peer-to-peer network (such as IP network
108, broadcast services 106 and peer-to-peer network 126 as
described above with reference to FIG. 1).

If the content is not available, then the service provider
informs the subscriber that the content is not currently avail-
able (block 316). In embodiments, the service provider may
inform the subscriber when the content becomes available in
the future.

If'the content is available, then the service provider may try
to determine the best source from which to download or
record the content (block 318). For example, assume that the
service provider determined that the content is available via
the IP network and the service provider itself, via a broadcast
service and via the peer-to-peer network. Assume that the
content may be scheduled to be broadcasted the next day, but
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this may not be the best source if the subscriber wants the
content now. Further assume that the service provider has the
content stored on its server but is experiencing an unusually
high volume of requests. Here, the availability of the content
for the subscriber to download will be delayed. Further
assume that the service provider determines that a second
subscriber in the peer-to-peer network is currently logged in
and has the content available immediately for download.
Hence, in this example, the service provider might determine
that the second subscriber via the peer-to-peer network is the
best source for the content if the subscriber wants the content
as soon as possible. This example is provided for illustration
purposes only and is not meant to limit the invention.

The service provider then compiles a user interface or
guide for the subscriber that includes a link or trigger for each
of'the available sources and an indication of when the content
will be available to the subscriber. The service provider may
also provide an indication in the user interface of the likely
best source for the content (block 320). The user interface is
then forwarded to the subscriber (block 322).

When the subscriber interacts with the user interface to
select a source for the content, the subscriber is allowed to
download or record the content when it is available (block
324). In embodiments, the selection of a source via the user
interface may be accomplished via a mouse, pointing device,
remote control, etc. These examples are provided for illustra-
tion purposes only and are not meant to limit the invention.

The functionality for the subscriber to obtain the content
might be via a local module (software and/or hardware)
stored by the subscriber (e.g., stored in connected device 114,
for example), it might be via a module (software and/or hard-
ware) stored by the service provider, or it may be some
combination of both. For example, if the subscriber activates
the link or trigger to download the content via the second
subscriber and the peer-to-peer network, then in order to
facilitate the download of the requested program the service
provider may implement a variety of data flow connections.
For example, the service provider may send a command to the
second subscriber (e.g., to connected device 120, for
example) to download the content to the requesting sub-
scriber. Alternatively, the service provider may send a uni-
form resource locator (URL) to the requesting subscriber to
access the content on the second subscriber.

In a similar manner, if the subscriber activates the link or
trigger to obtain the content via the service provider itself,
then the service provider may either push the content to the
subscriber when it is available or the subscriber may be pro-
vided with a URL that may be used to access and download
the content.

If the subscriber activates the link or trigger to obtain the
content via a broadcast service, then the subscriber may be
automatically scheduled to record the broadcast of the con-
tent. These examples are not meant to limit the invention.

In embodiments, the interaction with the user interface is
much like that of a PVR device. Except here the content may
be available to the subscriber from a number of different
sources and is not limited to the recording of broadcast con-
tent. In embodiments, the subscriber might request the con-
tent from all available sources (e.g., activate all available
sources on the user interface). When the content is delivered
via one of the sources, the requests to obtain the content from
the remaining sources are automatically deactivated. In other
embodiments, if the subscriber requests to obtain the content
from one source and for some reason that request cannot be
activated or completed, an alternative source for the content
may be automatically activated.
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FIG. 4 illustrates one embodiment of a logic flow 400. As
shown in logic flow 400, a subscriber logs into the service
provider (block 402). The subscriber informs the service pro-
vider of the pieces of content it has stored and thus available
to other subscribers (block 404).

The subscriber sends a request to the service provider to
share specific content it has with a second subscriber (block
406). The service provider determines whether the second
subscriber has access rights to the content (block 408). The
operation of block 408 may be similar to block 308 as
described above.

If the second subscriber does not have access rights to the
content, then the service provider informs the subscriber that
the second subscriber does not have access to the content
(block 410). Otherwise, the service provider determines
whether the second subscriber’s parental controls allow the
viewing of the content (block 412). If not, then the service
provider denies the subscriber’s request (block 410).

If'the second subscriber has access rights to the content and
its parental controls allow the viewing of the content, the
service provider informs the subscriber that the content will
be made available to the second subscriber (block 414).

The service provider determines whether the content is
available via another source other than the requesting sub-
scriber and the peer-to-peer network (block 416). The opera-
tion of block 416 may be similar to block 314 as described
above.

If the content is available via multiple sources, then the
service provider may try to determine the best source from
which to download or record the content (block 418). The
operation of block 418 may be similar to block 318 as
described above.

The service provider then compiles a user interface or
guide for the second subscriber that includes a link or trigger
for each of the available sources and an indication of when the
content will be available. The service provider may also pro-
vide an indication in the user interface of the likely best
source for the content, if applicable (block 420). The user
interface is then forwarded to the second subscriber (block
422).

When the second subscriber interacts with user interface to
select a source for the content, the second subscriber is
allowed to download or record the content when it is available
(block 424). The operation of block 424 may be similar to
block 324 as described above.

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment of a platform 502 (e.g.,
connected devices 114 or 120 from FIG. 1). In one embodi-
ment, platform 502 may comprise or may be implemented as
amedia platform 502 such as the ViivI’™ media platform made
by Intel® Corporation. In one embodiment, platform 502
may interact with the service provider (such as service pro-
vider 102 and content servers 104 via IP network 108 from
FIG. 1) and with other subscriber environments (such as
subscriber environments 110 or 112 via peer-to-peer network
126 from FIG. 1).

In one embodiment, platform 502 may comprise a CPU
512, a chip set 513, one or more drivers 514, one or more
network connections 515, an operating system 516, and/or
one or more media center applications 517 comprising one or
more software applications, for example. Platform 502 also
may comprise storage 518.

In one embodiment, CPU 512 may comprise one or more
processors such as dual-core processors. Examples of dual-
core processors include the Pentium® D processor and the
Pentium® processor Extreme Edition both made by Intel®
Corporation, which may be referred to as the Intel Core Duo®
processors, for example.
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In one embodiment, chip set 513 may comprise any one of
or all of the Intel® 945 Express Chipset family, the Intel®
955X Express Chipset, Intel® 975X Express Chipset family,
plus ICH7-DH or ICH7-MDH controller hubs, which all are
made by Intel® Corporation.

In one embodiment, drivers 514 may comprise the Quick
Resume Technology Drivers made by Intel® to enable users
to instantly turn on and off platform 502 like a television with
the touch of a button after initial boot-up, when enabled, for
example. In addition, chip set 513 may comprise hardware
and/or software support for 5.1 surround sound audio and/or
high definition 7.1 surround sound audio, for example. Driv-
ers 514 may include a graphics driver for integrated graphics
platforms. In one embodiment, the graphics driver may com-
prise a peripheral component interconnect (PCI) Express
graphics card.

In one embodiment, network connections 515 may com-
prise the PRO/1000 PM or PRO/100 VE/VM network con-
nection, both made by Intel® Corporation.

In one embodiment, operating system 516 may comprise
the Windows® XP Media Center made by Microsoft® Cor-
poration. In other embodiments, operating system 516 may
comprise Linux®, as well as other types of operating systems.
In one embodiment, one or more media center applications
517 may comprise a media shell to enable users to interact
with a remote control from a distance of about 10-feet away
from platform 502 or a display device, for example. In one
embodiment, the media shell may be referred to as a “10-feet
user interface,” for example. In addition, one or more media
center applications 517 may comprise the Quick Resume
Technology made by Intel®, which allows instant on/off
functionality and may allow platform 502 to stream content to
media adaptors when the platform is turned “off.”

In one embodiment, storage 518 may comprise the Matrix
Storage technology made by Intel® to increase the storage
performance enhanced protection for valuable digital media
when multiple hard drives are included. In one embodiment,
PVR logic 520 is used to enable the functionality of the
invention as described herein. The embodiments, however,
are not limited to the elements or in the context shown or
described in FIG. 5.

Platform 510 may establish one or more logical or physical
channels to communicate information. The information may
include media information and control information. Media
information may refer to any data representing content meant
for a user. Examples of content may include, for example,
data from a voice conversation, videoconference, streaming
video, electronic mail (“email”) message, voice mail mes-
sage, alphanumeric symbols, graphics, image, video, text and
so forth. Data from a voice conversation may be, for example,
speech information, silence periods, background noise, com-
fort noise, tones and so forth. Control information may refer
to any data representing commands, instructions or control
words meant for an automated system. For example, control
information may be used to route media information through
a system, or instruct a node to process the media information
in a predetermined manner. The embodiments, however, are
not limited to the elements or in the context shown or
described in FIG. 5.

FIG. 6 illustrates one embodiment of a device 600 in which
functionality of the present invention as described herein may
be implemented. In one embodiment, for example, device
600 may comprise a communication system. In various
embodiments, device 600 may comprise a processing system,
computing system, mobile computing system, mobile com-
puting device, mobile wireless device, computer, computer
platform, computer system, computer sub-system, server,
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workstation, terminal, personal computer (PC), laptop com-
puter, ultra-laptop computer, portable computer, handheld
computer, personal digital assistant (PDA), cellular tele-
phone, combination cellular telephone/PDA, smart phone,
pager, one-way pager, two-way pager, messaging device, and
so forth. The embodiments are not limited in this context.

In one embodiment, device 600 may be implemented as
part of a wired communication system, a wireless communi-
cation system, or a combination of both. In one embodiment,
for example, device 600 may be implemented as a mobile
computing device having wireless capabilities. A mobile
computing device may refer to any device having a process-
ing system and a mobile power source or supply, such as one
or more batteries, for example.

Examples of a mobile computing device may include a
laptop computer, ultra-laptop computer, portable computer,
handheld computer, palmtop computer, personal digital assis-
tant (PDA), cellular telephone, combination cellular tele-
phone/PDA, smart phone, pager, one-way pager, two-way
pager, messaging device, data communication device, and so
forth.

In one embodiment, for example, a mobile computing
device may be implemented as a smart phone capable of
executing computer applications, as well as voice communi-
cations and/or data communications. Although some embodi-
ments may be described with a mobile computing device
implemented as a smart phone by way of example, it may be
appreciated that other embodiments may be implemented
using other wireless mobile computing devices as well. The
embodiments are not limited in this context.

As shown in FIG. 6, device 600 may comprise a housing
602, a display 604, an input/output (I/O) device 606, and an
antenna 608. Device 600 also may comprise a five-way navi-
gation button 612. /O device 606 may comprise a suitable
keyboard, a microphone, and/or a speaker, for example. Dis-
play 604 may comprise any suitable display unit for display-
ing information appropriate for a mobile computing device.
1/0 device 606 may comprise any suitable /O device for
entering information into a mobile computing device.
Examples for /O device 606 may include an alphanumeric
keyboard, a numeric keypad, a touch pad, input keys, buttons,
switches, rocker switches, voice recognition device and soft-
ware, and so forth. Information also may be entered into
device 600 by way of microphone. Such information may be
digitized by a voice recognition device. The embodiments are
not limited in this context.

Various embodiments may be implemented using hard-
ware elements, software elements, or a combination of both.
Examples of hardware elements may include processors,
microprocessors, circuits, circuit elements (e.g., transistors,
resistors, capacitors, inductors, and so forth), integrated cir-
cuits, application specific integrated circuits (ASIC), pro-
grammable logic devices (PLD), digital signal processors
(DSP), field programmable gate array (FPGA), logic gates,
registers, semiconductor device, chips, microchips, chip sets,
and so forth. Examples of software may include software
components, programs, applications, computer programs,
application programs, system programs, machine programs,
operating system software, middleware, firmware, software
modules, routines, subroutines, functions, methods, proce-
dures, software interfaces, application program interfaces
(API), instruction sets, computing code, computer code, code
segments, computer code segments, words, values, symbols,
orany combination thereof. Determining whether an embodi-
ment is implemented using hardware elements and/or soft-
ware elements may vary in accordance with any number of
factors, such as desired computational rate, power levels, heat
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tolerances, processing cycle budget, input data rates, output
data rates, memory resources, data bus speeds and other
design or performance constraints.

Some embodiments may be described using the expression
“coupled” and “connected” along with their derivatives.
These terms are not intended as synonyms for each other. For
example, some embodiments may be described using the
terms “connected” and/or “coupled” to indicate that two or
more elements are in direct physical or electrical contact with
each other. The term “coupled,” however, may also mean that
two or more elements are not in direct contact with each other,
but yet still co-operate or interact with each other.

Some embodiments may be implemented, for example,
using a machine or tangible computer-readable medium or
article which may store an instruction or a set of instructions
that, if executed by a machine, may cause the machine to
perform a method and/or operations in accordance with the
embodiments. Such a machine may include, for example, any
suitable processing platform, computing platform, comput-
ing device, processing device, computing system, processing
system, computer, processor, or the like, and may be imple-
mented using any suitable combination of hardware and/or
software. The machine-readable medium or article may
include, for example, any suitable type of memory unit,
memory device, memory article, memory medium, storage
device, storage article, storage medium and/or storage unit,
for example, memory, removable or non-removable media,
erasable or non-erasable media, writeable or rewriteable
media, digital or analog media, hard disk, floppy disk, Com-
pact Disk Read Only Memory (CD-ROM), Compact Disk
Recordable (CD-R), Compact Disk Rewriteable (CD-RW),
optical disk, magnetic media, magneto-optical media, remov-
able memory cards or disks, various types of Digital Versatile
Disk (DVD), a tape, a cassette, or the like. The instructions
may include any suitable type of code, such as source code,
compiled code, interpreted code, executable code, static
code, dynamic code, encrypted code, and the like, imple-
mented using any suitable high-level, low-level, object-ori-
ented, visual, compiled and/or interpreted programming lan-
guage.

Unless specifically stated otherwise, it may be appreciated
that terms such as “processing,” “computing,” “calculating,”
“determining,” or the like, refer to the action and/or processes
of a computer or computing system, or similar electronic
computing device, that manipulates and/or transforms data
represented as physical quantities (e.g., electronic) within the
computing system’s registers and/or memories into other data
similarly represented as physical quantities within the com-
puting system’s memories, registers or other such informa-
tion storage, transmission or display devices. The embodi-
ments are not limited in this context.

Numerous specific details have been set forth herein to
provide a thorough understanding of the embodiments. It will
be understood by those skilled in the art, however, that the
embodiments may be practiced without these specific details.
In other instances, well-known operations, components and
circuits have not been described in detail so as not to obscure
the embodiments. It can be appreciated that the specific struc-
tural and functional details disclosed herein may be represen-
tative and do not necessarily limit the scope of the embodi-
ments.

Although the subject matter has been described in lan-
guage specific to structural features and/or methodological
acts, it is to be understood that the subject matter defined in
the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific
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features or acts described above. Rather, the specific features
and acts described above are disclosed as example forms of
implementing the claims.

The invention claimed is:
1. A method, comprising:
controlling distribution of content to and amongst devices
of multiple users, including,
selectively authorizing users to access content based on
requests of the respective users, subscription-based
access restrictions associated with the respective con-
tent, and subscription information associated with the
respective users, and
selectively authorizing users to access content of devices
of'other users based on requests of the respective other
users, subscription-based access restrictions associ-
ated with the respective content, and subscription
information associated with the users to be autho-
rized;
identifying one or more sources of authorized content for
which a user is authorized to access from amongst
devices of other users and one or more of a server and a
distribution schedule of a content provider; and
configuring a user interface to permit the user to elect to
receive the authorized content from each identified
source of the authorized content;
wherein the content includes copies of content distributed
by a content provider;
wherein distribution of content from the server to the
devices of the user and distribution of content amongst
the devices of the users is managed by a content redis-
tribution service provider;
wherein one or more of the users has a subscription with the
content provider;
wherein one or more of the users has a subscription with the
content redistribution service provider; and
wherein the controlling distribution further includes autho-
rizing the user to access content if the user has a sub-
scription with at least one of the content provider and the
content redistribution service provider and the content is
included within the subscription.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein:
the content includes copies of content distributed by a first
content provider and copies of content distributed by a
second content provider;
one or more of the users has a subscription with the first
content provider;
one or more of the users has a subscription with the second
content provider; and
the controlling distribution further includes authorizing the
user to access content if the user has a subscription with
at least one of the first and second content providers and
the content is included within the subscription.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein:
the selectively authorizing users to access content of
devices of other users includes receiving a request from
afirstuser to share selected content of a device of the first
user with a second user and selectively authorizing the
first user to access the selected content based on an
access restriction associated with the selected content
and subscription information associated with the first
user; and
the identifying includes identitying a source of the selected
content in addition to the device of the first user.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the configuring includes
configuring the user interface to permit the user to elect to
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receive the authorized content at a device of the user concur-
rently from each of multiple sources, and wherein the method
further includes:

terminating transfer of the authorized content from a first

user-elected source to the device of the user upon
completion of transfer of the authorized content from a
second user-elected source to the device of the user.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein the configuring
includes:
configuring the user interface to permit the user to elect to
elect to record the authorized content from a scheduled
broadcast of a content provider and to elect to receive the
authorized content from one or more of the server over a
packet-based network and a device of one or more other
users over a packet-based peer-to-peer network.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the configuring
includes:
configuring the user interface to permit the user to elect to
pay to access content if the user is not authorized to
access the content and the content complies with a user-
configurable subject matter restriction associated with
the user.
7. A non-transitory computer readable medium encoded
with a computer program, including instructions to cause a
processor to:
control distribution of content to and amongst devices of
multiple users, including to,
selectively authorize users to access content based on
requests of the respective users, subscription-based
access restrictions associated with the respective con-
tent, and subscription information associated with the
respective users, and
selectively authorize users to access content of devices
of'other users based on requests of the respective other
users, subscription-based access restrictions associ-
ated with the respective content, and subscription
information associated with the users to be autho-
rized;
identify one or more sources of authorized content for
which a user is authorized to access from amongst
devices of other users and one or more of a server and a
distribution schedule of a content provider; and

configure a user interface to permit the user to elect to
receive the authorized content from each identified
source of the authorized content:

wherein the content includes copies of content distributed

by a content provider;

wherein distribution of content from the server to the

devices of the user and distribution of content amongst
the devices of the users is controlled by a content redis-
tribution service provider;

wherein one or more ofthe users has a subscription with the

content provider;

wherein one or more ofthe users has a subscription with the

content redistribution service provider; and

wherein the instructions include instructions to cause the

processor to authorize the user to access content if the
user has a subscription with at least one of the content
provider and the content redistribution service provider
and the content is included within the subscription.

8. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
7, wherein:

the content includes copies of content distributed by a first

content provider and copies of content distributed by a
second content provider;

one or more of the users has a subscription with the first

content provider;
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one or more of the users has a subscription with the second
content provider; and
the instructions include instructions to cause the processor
to authorize the user to access content if the user has a
subscription with at least one of the first and second
content providers and the content is included within the
subscription.
9. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
7, further including instructions to cause the processor to:
receive a request from a first user to share selected content
of a device of the first user with a second user;
selectively authorize the first user to access the selected
content based on an access restriction associated with
the selected content and subscription information asso-
ciated with the first user; and
identify a source of the selected content in addition to the
device of the first user.
10. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
7, further including instructions to cause the processor to:
configure the user interface to permit the user to elect to
receive the authorized content at a device of the user
concurrently from each of multiple sources; and
terminate transfer of the authorized content from a first
user-elected source to the device of the user upon
completion of transfer of the authorized content from a
second user-elected source to the device of the user.
11. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
7, further including instructions to cause the processor to:
configure the user interface to permit the user to elect to
record the authorized content from a scheduled broad-
cast of a content provider and to elect to receive the
authorized content from one or more of the server over a
packet-based network and a device of one or more other
users over a packet-based peer-to-peer network.
12. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
7, further including instructions to cause the processor to:
configure the user interface to permit the user to elect to pay
to access content if the user is not authorized to access
the content and the content complies with a user-config-
urable subject matter restriction associated with the user.
13. An apparatus, comprising a processor and memory
configured to:
control distribution of content to and amongst devices of
multiple users, including to,
selectively authorize users to access content based on
requests of the respective users, subscription-based
access restrictions associated with the respective con-
tent, and subscription information associated with the
respective users, and
selectively authorize users to access content of devices
of'other users based on requests of the respective other
users, subscription-based access restrictions associ-
ated with the respective content, and subscription
information associated with the users to be autho-
rized;
identify one or more sources of authorized content for
which a user is authorized to access from amongst
devices of other users and one or more of a server and a
distribution schedule of a content provider; and
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configure a user interface to permit the user to elect to
receive the authorized content from each identified
source of the authorized content:
wherein the content includes copies of content distributed
by a content provider;
wherein distribution of content from the server to the
devices of the user and distribution of content amongst
the devices of the users is controlled by a content redis-
tribution service provider;
wherein one or more ofthe users has a subscription with the
content provider;
wherein One or more of the users has a subscription with
the content redistribution service provider; and
wherein the processor and memory are further configured
to authorize the user to access content if the user has a
subscription with at least one of the content provider and
the content redistribution service provider and the con-
tent is included within the subscription.
14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein:
the content includes copies of content distributed by a first
content provider and copies of content distributed by a
second content provider;
one or more of the users has a subscription with the first
content provider;
one or more of the users has a subscription with the second
content provider; and
the processor and memory are further configured to autho-
rize the user to access content if the user has a subscrip-
tion with at least one of the first and second content
providers and the content is included within the sub-
scription.
15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the processor and
memory are further configured to:
receive a request from a first user to share selected content
of a device of the first user with a second user;
selectively authorize the first user to access the selected
content based on an access restriction associated with
the selected content and subscription information asso-
ciated with the first user; and
identify a source of the selected content in addition to the
device of the first user.
16. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the processor and
memory are further configured to:
configure the user interface to permit the user to elect to
receive the authorized content at a device of the user
concurrently from each of multiple sources; and
terminate transfer of the authorized content from a first
user-elected source to the device of the user upon
completion of transfer of the authorized content from a
second user-elected source to the device of the user.
17. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the processor and
memory are further configured to:
configure the user interface to permit the user to elect to
record the authorized content from a scheduled broad-
cast of a content provider and to elect to receive the
authorized content from one or more of the server over a
packet-based network and a device of one or more other
users over a packet-based peer-to-peer network.
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